
Tip #4 

Rubber 

Natural Rubber 

Why this elastomer is called “rubber”?  Simply because in 1770 it was found that 

the material was extremely good for rubbing off pencil marks on paper. 

Natural rubber was originally derived from latex, a milky substance collected 

from certain plants, the most common coming from incisions made in the bark of 

the para rubber tree 

Natural rubber is used extensively in many applications and products.  It is 

normally very stretchy, flexible and extremely waterproof. 

Tyres and tubes are the largest consumers of rubber. Other products using the 

major proportion of natural rubber are hoses, belts, matting, flooring for the 

auto industry, and adhesives for the paper and carpet industries and of course 

pencil erasers plus hundreds of other products. 

More useless information…In 1600BC the ancient Mayans made a ball for sport 

by boiling latex. 

For more detailed information visit this website: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_rubber 

 Synthetic Rubber 

Synthetic rubber is any type of artificial elastomer, invariably a polymer. An 

elastomer is a material that it can undergo much more elastic deformation under 

stress than most materials and still return to its previous size.  Synthetic rubber 

is required when improved material properties are required for precision 

products such as hydraulic seals. 

Synthetic rubber is made by using various products, controlled by design to give 

optimal properties. 

For types of synthetic rubber go to: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synthetic_rubber 

Synthetic Rubber is a fairly modern invention, having only been around 
commercially since 1931. It now serves an indispensible role in many 

industries i.e. sealing, transportation, and production material for medical 
supplies, packaging, construction equipment, plus many other goods.  

 
FUZION TRADING, t/a Seal King Manufacturing use the complete range 

of synthetic rubber to manufacture seals, commercial and industrial 
products for local and international customers. 
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Visit our website www.fuziontrading.co.za for more information. 
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